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Specimen Requirements and Preparation Transport
MORPHOLOGIC ANALYSIS
Specimen/Container: A bone marrow core biopsy and BM aspirate clot, each in a separate fixative container. Air-dried and/or
stained slides to include 3 fresh bedside aspirate smears and biopsy touch imprints/preps in plastic slide case. Peripheral blood in
green-top (sodium heparin) tube preferred. NOTE: For a bone marrow evaluation also include peripheral blood.
Storage/Transport: Ambient temperature; however, OK to use cold pack for transport.
FLOW CYTOMETRY
Specimen/Container: Bone marrow and/or peripheral blood in green-top (sodium heparin) tube; or lavender-top (EDTA) tube. 5-10 ml.
Fresh tissue; one to two pieces in RPMI or other transport medium.
Storage/Transport: Ambient temperature; however, OK to use cold pack for transport.
CYTOGENETICS
Specimen/Container: 5-10 ml of peripheral blood in a green-top (sodium heparin) tube.
1-3 ml of bone marrow in a green-top (sodium heparin) tube or RPMI transport media.
Storage/Transport: Ambient temperature: Use cold pack for transport, however ambient temperature OK.
FISH
Specimen/Container: Bone marrow and/or peripheral blood in green-top (sodium heparin) tube (preferred); or lavender-top (EDTA)
tube. 1-5 ml.
Fresh tissue in RPMI or other transport medium.
Storage/Transport:
T
Ambient temperature; however, OK to use cold pack for transport
MOLECULAR
Specimen/Container: Bone marrow and/or peripheral blood in lavender-top (EDTA) tube (preferred), 1.5-5ml.
Fresh tissue in RPMI or other transport medium.
Storage/Transport: Use cold pack for transport, however ambient temperature OK. Specimens must be received within 72 hours.
SOLID TUMOR
Specimen/Container: Fresh Tissue - specimen should be well-fixed in formalin.
FFPE block - specimen should be fixed in 10% buffered formalin.
Cut Slides - 7 unstained slides cut at 4 µm or 6 unstained slides cut at 4 µm and 1 H & E (preferable).
For ALK, 3 unstained slides cut at 4 µm or 2 unstained slides cut at 4 µm and 1 H & E (preferable).
Storage/Transport: Ambient temperature: Use cold pack for transport, however ambient temperature OK.
Important Information: Do not freeze or refrigerate specimens. Send peripheral blood specimens with in 24 hours of the draw time.
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For further information call 888.VANTAGE (888.823.8243)

